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R 181516Z OCT 76 
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TO SECSTATE WASHDC 3468 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BONN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
USMISSION USBERLIN 
USMISSION NATO 

CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 6940 

DEPT PASS USDA/FAS NOVOTNY 

E O 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, EAGR, HU, ETRD, GE, PL, UR, US 

SUB J : SOVIET ECONOMIC RELATIONS WITH EASTERN EUROPE 

REF: A) MOSCOW 16210, B) BERLIN 6853 (NOTAL) 

1 . IF THE SOVIETS DO NOT KNOW, THEY SHOULD, THAT THE GDR 

HAS BEEN BUSY ON INTERNATIONAL MARKETS MEETINGS ITS 1976/77 

GRAIN IMPORT NEEDS. IT SEEMS TO US THAT IF THE SOVIETS ARE 

TREATING THE GDR BETTER THAN POLAND, IT MIGHT BE IN AN 

EFFORT TO WEAN THE EAST GERMANS AWAY FROM INCREASING RELIANCE 

ON WESTERN, RATHER THAN COMMUNIST SOURCES OF SUPPLY. 
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2. IF BREZHNEV LETTER REFERS TO 5-7 MILLION TONS, 

THAT WOULD BE FOR A PERIOD OF SEVERAL YEARS. USDA 
ESTIMATES GDR TOTAL GRAIN IMPORT NEED FOR 1976/77 
AT ABOUT 4.5 MMT, OF WHICH EAST GERMANS HAVE BY NOW 
CONTRACTED TO BUY ABOUT HALF IN THE WEST.POLANSKY 
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